Developmental changes in the structural organization of the lectin discoidin I detected by limited proteolysis.
Digestion of discoidin I with several proteolytic enzymes reveals the existence of structural domains in this lectin. Significative differences have been detected in the pattern of fragments generated by V8 protease on discoidin I of various developmental situations. The changes observed can be related to the presence of various types of tetrameric structures in discoidin I. Together with the presence of different types of isoforms in vegetative vs. differentiated cells, the results presented here suggest the involvement of different structural organizations in discoidin I which can be related to the biological functions of this lectin.